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Amethyst crystal colors range from a beautiful, rich deep 
purple to pale lavender and almost every shade in between. It’s 
ranked in the top 10 purple rocks and crystals. The uses for this 
beautiful stone are as varied as its purple hues from jewelry to 
the metaphysical. 

Let’s first explore the legend surrounding the origin of the 
amethyst and then look at both historical and current uses. 
According to legend, the wine god Bacchus sought 
vengeance for an insult and vowed that the next person he 
met would be devoured by his tigers. While on her way to 
worship at the shrine of the goddess Diana, a beautiful 
young maiden named Amethyste had the great misfortune 
of being that next person. 

True to his word, Bacchus sent his tigers after her. Diana, 
wanting to protect Amethyste from Bacchus’ cruelty turned 
the maiden into a beautiful white crystal. 

Bacchus upon seeing the stunning crystal immediately 
regretted his cruelty and unfairness. 
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As an offering he poured the grape wine from 
his goblet onto the white crystal, staining 
Amethyste a glorious purple color. 

Thus the amethyst stone was born. 

The name “amethyst” is derived from a Greek 
word meaning “not intoxicated.” This legend 
may be the origin of the ancient belief that an 
amethyst stone can prevent intoxication or 
drunkenness. 

Goblets were often adorned with amethyst as it 
was believed that anyone who drank wine from 
a goblet so decorated would not become 
intoxicated. 

Catholic bishops would sometimes wear an 
amethyst ring to protect them from mystical 
intoxication. 

Parishioners who kissed a cleric’s amethyst ring 
would be similarly protected. 


Read the entire article at RockNGem.com.com 


Clubhouse Address: 
3357 Susan Dr. 
Spring Hill, FL 34606 


Secretary's 
Report 


Minutes and More from Club Secretary - Melodye 
Steverson 
Withlacoochee Rockhounds Monthly Meeting - Minutes 
Date 1/10/2024 


The meeting was called to order by President 
Anthony Maffatone at 8:05pm. 

We all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance followed 
by a moment of silence. 

There were 3 new members to recognize: Heidi 
Hale, Richard Smith and Denise Merillo. 

There was 1 guest in attendance: Lily 

Michael Steverson made a motion to accept the 
minutes of our December meeting as printed in 
the newsletter, Lynn Walters seconded. 

Passed by all members. 

Treasurer Janet Wheeler gave the Treasurer's 
report. Michael Steverson made a motion to 
accept the Treasurer's report subject to audit. 
Seconded by Rachel Blank. Approved by all. 

President Maffatone asked our Silversmithing 
teacher, Janice Wojcik, to announce the 
upcoming silversmithing class. 

She stated it would be on February 10th, from 
10AM to 4PM, and would be for beginners only. 
She said there were only 3 spots left and anyone 
who wanted to join should get their name on the 
list right away. (At which time 3 women raced up 
to the front table to put their name on the list.) 
All students paid their class fee at the meeting. 
Students were asked to bring their own round or 
oval cabochon to the class. 

President Maffatone asked if there were any 
questions or other announcements to be made. 
Since there were not, he asked for a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. 

Roger Wheeler made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, Ginny Steverson seconded, passed by 
all. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary 
Melodye Steverson. 
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Withlacoochee Rockhounds Board of 
Directors Monthly Meeting - Minutes 


Attending Board members; Anthony 
Maffatone, Michael Steverson, 
Melodye Steverson, Janet 

Wheeler, Ralph Barber, Roger 
Wheeler, Leslie Newberry and Hunter 
Mellring. 

Board meeting started at 6:30pm and 
was held via the Internet on Zoom. 
The first order of business was to 
appoint member James Roush to the 
Board. The Motion was made by 
Michael Steverson, seconded by 
Hunter Mellring and approved. James 
received a hearty welcome from 

all. 

Secretary Steverson, who was tasked 
with ordering the food for our 
upcoming Annual Party, asked for 

a budget of $300 for the expenditure. 
The motion was made by Michael 
Steverson, seconded by Leslie 
Newberry and approved. 

President Maffatone announced that 
he would be traveling to Italy from 
February 2 nd through April 27 th 

for school. VP Michael Steverson 
accepted the responsibility of 
covering the meetings while the 
president was gone. Anthony said he 
would bring home any rocks he found. 
Secretary Steverson said she would 
call Janice Wojcik regarding the silver 
class in February, and speak 

with Carla Howell about wire 
wrapping classes. 

Treasurer Wheeler said she hoped to 
have the Gem Show report completed 
soon. She also stated she 

had sent in the Sales tax from the 
show. 

The meeting ended at 7:10pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Secretary 
Melodye Steverson 


Rock Talk 


Labradorite mimics the celestial splendor of northern 
lights with glowing curtains of cyan, green, gold, and 
magenta. 

This mineralogical phenomenon called labradorescence, 
gives this feldspar mineral a multicolored, subsurface, 
iridescent sheen. 

Labradorite’s classic source—its geologic type locality, 
namesake, and the birthplace of its legends—is the remote 
coast of Labrador, the northern part of the Canadian 
province of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Labrador is named for the Portuguese mariner Joao 
Fernandes Lavrador who, in 1498, braved the region’s 
subarctic climate to explore its rugged, deeply indented 
coast. 

In 1771, Moravian missionary Jens Haven founded the 
coastal settlement of Nain in northern Labrador. Intrigued 
by the brightly colored stones displayed by the indigenous 
Inuit, Haven sent specimens to Germany where they 
became known as “Labrador Stein,” and to England where 
they were called “Labrador stone” and “firestone.” 

By 1850, mineralogists had correctly categorized 
labradorite as the labradorescent gem variety of the 
plagioclase-feldspar mineral anorthite. Anorthite is the 
calcium-rich end member of the anorthite-albite solid- 
solution series; albite is the sodium-rich end member. As 
an intermediate member of this series, labradorite has a 
70:30 calcium-sodium composition. 


The striking similarity of labradorescence 
to the northern lights had long inspired a 
host of Inuit legends. 

One tells of a hunter who saw light 
imprisoned in a rock. To free it, he struck 
the rock with his spear, sending some light 
skyward to become the northern lights; the 
light remaining in the rock became the 
labradorescence we see today. 

Another legend recounts how the Great 
Spirit created labradorite to remind the Inuit 
of the beauty of the northern lights even 
when they could not be seen during the 
short summer nights. 

In yet another tale, the Inuit explained 
labradorescence as a part of the northern 
lights that, during a long and particularly 
bitter winter, froze and fell to Earth. 

Labrador’s labradorite next gained 
attention in 1986 when a provincial 
Department of Mines and Energy resource 
survey determined that an anorthosite 
exposure on Paul Island (also called Isle of 
Paul or Paul’s Island) near Nain had 
commercial potential as a source of 
architectural or dimension stone. 


Read the entire article at RockNGem.com 


Rockhounds Movie Night 


We will be showing a collection of videos on amethyst mining. 
We get to live vicariously through others. 
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Eclogite 


Eclogite is a type of metamorphic rock with distinct 
mineral composition and texture, typically formed under 
high-pressure and high-temperature conditions deep 
within the Earth’s crust. The name “eclogite” is derived 
from the Greek words “eklogé,” meaning selection or 
choice, and “lithos,” meaning rock. The term reflects the 
fact that eclogite represents a specific and somewhat rare 
selection of rocks that have undergone intense 
metamorphism. 

Eclogite forms through a process known as 
metamorphism, which involves the transformation of pre- 
existing rocks into new mineral assemblages due to 
changes in pressure, temperature, or chemical conditions. 
The formation of eclogite is closely associated with high- 
pressure metamorphism, typically occurring at depths of 
40 to 70 kilometers within the Earth’s crust. 

The study of eclogite and its formation contributes 
significantly to our understanding of plate tectonics, 
subduction, and the geological evolution of Earth’s crust 
and mantle over geological time scales. Additionally, 
eclogite’s composition and the minerals it contains offer 
clues about the high-pressure and high-temperature 
conditions prevalent in the Earth’s interior. 
Understanding the occurrence and distribution of eclogite 
is crucial for reconstructing the geological history of a 
region, deciphering past tectonic processes, and gaining 
insights into the dynamics of the Earth’s lithosphere and 
mantle. Geologists often study eclogite occurrences to 
piece together the complex puzzle of plate tectonics and 
continental evolution. 
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While eclogite itself is not a direct source 
of valuable minerals or metals, its 
presence and characteristics can have 
economic and industrial relevance in 
various ways. Here are some aspects to 
consider: 

1.Diamond Exploration: 

o Some eclogites are associated with 
the formation of diamonds. The 
high-pressure conditions under 
which eclogite forms can lead to the 
crystallization of diamonds. 

2.Indicator of Mineral Deposits: 

o The geological context of eclogite 
occurrences may provide valuable 
information for mineral resource 
exploration. 

3.Mineral Liberation during Weathering: 

o The weathering of eclogite rocks at 
the Earth’s surface can lead to the 
liberation of minerals, some of which 
may have economic importance. For 
example, weathering may release 
minerals like garnet, which is used in 
various industrial applications, 
including abrasives. 

4.Research and Innovation: 

o The study of eclogite and its unique 
mineralogy contributes to scientific 
research and innovation. 


Read the entire article at 
GeologyScience.com 
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Crackle Quartz 


Crackle Quartz is a unique variety of quartz crystal 
that has a distinctive cracked or shattered appearance 
within the crystal structure. This distinctive crackled 
effect gives the quartz a captivating and visually 
striking appearance, making it a popular choice in the 
world of gemstones and crystal healing. 


Crackle Quartz is a type of quartz crystal 
characterized by the presence of numerous internal 
fractures or cracks that create a beautiful, intricate 
network of lines throughout the stone. These cracks 
can vary in size and pattern, resulting in a range of 
unique and eye-catching designs within the crystal. 
The cracks are often filled with other minerals, 
creating colorful and visually appealing inclusions. 


Crackle Quartz is usually transparent to translucent 
and can occur in various colors, including clear, white, 
smoky gray, or even in vibrant shades like blue, green, 


and pink. This stunning appearance is primarily a 
result of heat treatment and enhanced by the infusion 
of other minerals or dyes during the process. 


Crackle Quartz, also known as Fire Quartz or 
Crackled Quartz, is not a naturally occurring 
geological variety of quartz. Instead, it is a 
treated and enhanced form of quartz that is 
created through a specific process involving 
heat treatment and sometimes the infusion of 
other materials. 
As a result, it is not found in geological 
locations in its natural state like many other 
minerals and gemstones. 
The primary source of Crackle Quartz is nota 
geological deposit but rather the result of 
treatment carried out on natural quartz 
crystals that are mined from various locations 
worldwide. The natural quartz crystals used 
for creating Crackle Quartz can come from 
various quartz-rich regions, including but not 
limited to: 
1.Brazil: Brazil is known for its abundant 
deposits of clear quartz crystals. 

2.Madagascar: Madagascar is another 
significant producer of natural quartz 
crystals, including amethyst, smoky quartz, 
and clear quartz, which can be used to 
make Crackle Quartz. 

3.Arkansas, USA: Arkansas is famous for its 

clear quartz crystals, and these crystals are 
often used as the starting material for 
various quartz treatments, including 
crackling. 
Other quartz-rich regions: Quartz crystals are 
found in many other regions around the world, 
including India, Namibia, Tibet, and more. 


Read the entire article at GeologyScience.com 


Field Trips 


"Note: The Withlacoochee Rockhounds Club does not sponsor field trips other than trips 
that are sanctioned by the SFMS (The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies). 


Our club insurance is through SFMS and does not cover excursions not listed on their 
website as safe." 
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Some items for sale by club members. 
All items are local pick up only. No shipping. 


Melodye has a new, in-box Melodye has a lovingly Michelle has some marble 
Hi-Tech 6" rock trim saw restored RayTech for sale. 
for sale. faceting machine for $25 for all the pieces. 
$400 sale. 
407.760.4472 Works great. 
$900 
(These normally sell for upwards 
of $3000) 
407.760.4472 


Your Business Card Size Ad 
in Rock Talk 


both and 
tho club website. ft will benefit both 
your business and our club. 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Purpose 
We are a non-profit organization whose purpose is to foster interest and promote knowledge of minerals, gems, fossils, lapidary arts, and earrth sciences, 
through regular meetings, informative programs, and workshops. PLUS, our annual gem, mineral and jewelry show. 
Membership is open to anyone sharing such interests. 
Dues 
Dues are $35.00 annually for adults, and $5.00 for children under 18 years of age. 


Club Meeting Location and Time 
Weeki Wachee Senior Citizens Center, 3375 Susan Dr in Spring Hill. Meetings are held the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM 


2024 Club Officers and Appointees 


Anthony Maffatone 352.397.7694 anthonymaffatone@gmail.com 
Michael Steverson 407.376.5570 highlanderS6@gmail.com 
Melodye Steverson 352.683.9496 melodye@designsbymelodye.com 
Janet Wheeler 727.938.3644 ceegiri@tampabay.rr.com 

Rock Talk Editor Michael Steverson 407.376.5570 highlanderS6@gmail.com 

Club Webmaster Michael Steverson 407.376.5570 highlander56@gmail.com 

Mailing Reporter Janet Wheeler 727.938.3644 ceegiri@tampabay.rr.com 

Audio/Visual Coordinator Michael Steverson 407.376.5570 highlander56@gmail.com 


Anthony Maffatone (President) Michael Steverson (Vice President) Melodye Steverson (Secretary) Janet Wheeler (Treasurer) 
Hunter Mellring Leslie Newberry Roger Wheeler James Roush (Appointed) Ralph Barber (Past President) 
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Bench Tips 
from Brad Smith 


Brad Smith's Bench Tips are a monthly feature of Rock Talk 


LAYOUT TOOLS 


Dimensions on some features of a design can be fluid while others must be accurate for the 
design to work. When precision on a piece is important, good layout techniques are essential. 


These are the tools that | rely upon to get holes in the right place, to achieve correct angles, and 
to cut pieces the correct length. 


| like crisp sharp lines to follow, so | often coat surfaces with a dark marker and scribe my layout 
lines onto the metal. A square makes quick work of checking right angles or marking where to 
cut, and the thin center punch helps me mark a place to drill holes exactly where | want them. 
Finally, a good set of dividers is probably my favorite layout tool. They let me quickly mark a strip 


for cutting, swing an arc, and divide a line or curve into as many equal segments as | need. | keep 
at least one set of dividers in every toolbox. 


is 


Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books 
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 
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Rock Talk Funny Papers 
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RE-ENTER SOCIETY 


From The Editor 


Hello to all Withlacoochee Rockhounds 


It is I, your friendly neighborhood editor again. 


Our January meeting was amazing. We had our annual party for club members, with food and 
drink. We also had our annual Game of Stones (rock bingo). Everyone left with a prize, some even left 
with food! 


For our February meeting, we will be showing videos about amethyst. I'll have a number of videos 
queued up on the big screen TV. I hope you enjoy them. 


Also, membership for the new year is due. If you have not renewed your club membership, please do 
so. You can renew at the meeting (we take cash, checks and credit cards), or mail your renewal 
application in. The revised application is at the end of this newsletter. 


If you would like to place a business card ad in the newsletter, please feel free to contact me, and 
we'll get you added to the next available issue. 


Additionally, if any of you have not received your newsletter or are not receiving my e-mail blasts 
(meetings, rock sales, etc.), please check your spam folder. If you are still are not receiving them, 
please contact me, and let's make sure | have your correct e-mail address. | have a few of you who 
unsubscribed from the mailings. | cannot add you back to the list. You have to subscribe to get back 
on the list. It's a permissions thing. 


Our Board would like our members to come up with suggestions for programs to be presented at 
our monthly meetings. What would you like to see? What would you like to learn? What would you 
like to know? Is there something you'd like to teach or present? You can help our club expand its 
educational repertoire. We'd love to hear from you all. 

Contact any Board member or bring your written suggestions to a meeting. 


Rock On!!! 


Club Phone Number - 352.587.2714 


Warning to Withlacoochee Rockhound Members 
During the last several months, illicit requests 
have been sent to members of various clubs in the US, 
including the Withlacoochee Rockhounds, asking members 
to purchase gift cards that would be used as donations to 
various organizations. 
These are SCAMS. 

Be advised that our club has never and will never ask 
members to buy gift cards or provide any form of 
monitary funds to anyone or any organization by 

phone call, email, or any other method of communication. 
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Rockhounds Advertisers 


Jewels by Jude 


STONE JEWELRY 


bottle wind chimes 


Judith Birx 


Member of Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Judithbirx@hotmail.com 

Natural Stone Jewelry , Wire Wrapping , 
Crystals , Beading 


MR K BEAN 


352-587-1702 
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239-940-9773 SPRING HILL, FL Phone 270-999-9144 roviea712@ yahoo.com bscott@scottmetalart.com 
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om €=©. Your Business Card Size Ad in Rock Talk 


The cost for non-club members to advertise their businesses in 


Gail's -G ift Hut Rock Talk is $10.00 per month. 
Contact Michael Steverson to set up an ad in both the newsletter and 
gailsgifthut@gmail.com Howards Flea Market 3 i 
: M13,25,17,19 the club website. It will benefit both 
HOMOSASSA, FL. 34446 your business and our club. 


If your ad has a web address, or Etsy shop address, | have linked to it. 


Advertisers Are Needed 
Please help us find advertisers for the Rock Talk and our website. 
The monthly income from these ads is beneficial to the club. 
Both the Rock Talk and our website have more exposure than only club members. 
Contact club treasurer Janet Wheeler: ceecgirl@tampabay.rr.com or 
send to: 
Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
PO Box 5634 Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634 
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Membership Form - 2024 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Hernando County FL 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


Full Name 


Partner's Full Name 
* If both applying for membership 


Child’s Full Name 
* if under 18, and applying with parent 


Street Address 
City 
State / ZIP 


Phone Number 


Email 


Annual Membership Dues: (Returning Member? 


*Choose your of membershi 
eee a [] New Member? 


(1 Individual Membership $35.00/ea 
- ‘ If you are applying, for example, as husband, wife 
[] Individual Membership $38.00/ea and child (under 18), then fill in full name, partner’s 
[] Under 18 Membership $5.00/ea name and child’s name above. Then, choose two 
. individual memberships to the left, along with an 
[1 Under18Membership — $5.00/ea under 18 membership. 


Give this completed form, along with your check (made payable to “Withlacoochee 
Rockhounds”) or credit card for dues to Club Secretary Janet Wheeler at a club 
meeting. Or, you may mail the form to: 
Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
PO Box 
Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634 
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